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The Commands of Our Lord
“Repentance”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
One time a fellow deacon said that he had decided that people do not need to repent to be saved.  I was a bit aghast at such a comment from a deacon so I suggested that we see what Jesus had to say about that subject.  

Matt 3:2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Mark 1:15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

Luke 13:3 “I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”

Now let’s better understand what is meant by repentance.  According to Christianity, acts of repentance do not earn God's forgiveness from one's sin; rather, repentance is given as a gift from God to those whom he saves. 

Acts 11:18 "Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life." 

2Tim 2:24 “And the Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged,

2Tim 2:25 with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth,”

Acts 5:30 "The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross.

Acts 5:31 "He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.

In this view, people are called upon to repent so that we may feel our own inability to do so and consequently be drawn to God for Him to perform this work of grace in our hearts.  I know that before I was born again I had heard preachers tell me that I was supposed to repent but, try as hard as I could; I could not make it “work”.  God gives a universal call to repent but only His people will be able to do so. God grants repentance as each individual responds through God-given faith in the sacrifice of Jesus for all our sin.  So God first causes regeneration with a new heart which is now able to receive faith and by faith we can believe and repent.   

Regeneration ( God-given faith ( believe ( trust ( repentance and all of that is involved in our justification before God.  Justification involves the beginning of repentance and total repentance is part of our sanctification process whereby we are being cleansed of our Adam nature and we begin to fully reveal the Jesus nature that He has given us.  So after regeneration (born again) I then immediately determine to repent from a life of sin to a life of righteousness.  My determination to repent never changes but the process will last throughout my sanctification process.  

From the above it is clear that repentance is indeed an important concept involved in anyone’s salvation.  Note from Mark 1:15 that repentance and believing are equal in importance.  It is then clear that one must believe in Jesus and repent to be saved.  We also know that just simply believing that Jesus is Who He says He is will not result in salvation:

James 2:19 “You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.”

We can now understand why Jesus said that we must believe and repent for what is required for salvation is more than just having the belief possessed by demons!  We must believe in Jesus as the Son of God and trust in Him to be our Lord and Savior and we must repent from a life serving Satan to a life serving God.  Demons know Jesus but they will not serve Him!  I refer you to my article on faith for a more complete discussion of that central issue.  My faith is a gift of God so it will never go away (bolding by me):  
Romans 12:3 “For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.”

My faith will grow as I mature in my sanctification (bolding by me):

2Cor 10:15 “not boasting beyond our measure, that is, in other men's labors, but with the hope that as your faith grows, we shall be, within our sphere, enlarged even more by you,”

So as a Christian I will always have faith, trust, and belief in Jesus and my desire for repentance will never waver but repentance is a life-long adventure.  I pray that each of us will “get with the program” and practice repentance every day.  
